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Fr. Timothy writes;
I think we are all still in shock at the news of Philip Heaton's death. It doesn't seem a
moment since he was streaming our Sunday service for all to see. We had become
accustomed to seeing Philip in the front pew doing his duty meticulously.
He took his faith extremely seriously and revered the receiving of the Sacrament each
week.
It was thanks to Fr. Robert that he was both baptised and prepared for Confirmation
and this changed his life for ever. A very accomplished man in everything he
undertook, he had an artistic flair and the ability to produce excellent work, as well as
talented pictures. Philip was also a computer whizz and he applied himself diligently
to all aspects of IT.
I found his willingness to steer me through the 'whys and wherefores' of the Mission
Area Review extremely comforting and helpful and the speed with which he worked
was remarkable.
Philip was prepared to do the necessary research in order to make things happen and
he did so with good humour and courtesy. He was a loyal pilgrim at Walsingham and
always enjoyed his time there with fellow Christians on a journey.
I particularly enjoyed his ready wit and sense of repartee. He will be greatly missed by
all at S.Bridget's and we have a great deal to thank him for.
Our hearts go out to Roger and Philip's family and close friends at this very sad time.
Roger is of course amazing and his great faith and generosity of spirit shine through.
The Requiem Mass will be on 11th February at 12pm at S.Bridget's and will be our
opportunity to bid Philip a fond farewell.
May he rest in peace and rise in glory.
On 2nd February, at the 10am service we shall celebrate Candlemas and the Feast of
S.Bridget. Our patronal festival is an important occasion as is Candlemas which
signifies the end of Christmastide officially and we commemorate the presentation of
Christ in the Temple.
They are important landmarks in our Church year. We have a full month before Ash
Wednesday and Lent confront us. Although a solemn time of the year, there is a kind
of beauty and focus for our souls to follow. In a penitential season, we have the
chance to examine ourselves and our consciences and to prepare ourselves for the
rigours of Holy Week and the celebration, thereafter, of the Easter Season.

I am preparing to knock on some more doors during Lent and will take a tract to
put through people's letterboxes to tell them in advance what we are intending to
do in the near future. I am also looking at a possible Lent Course.
Following our service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, it would be nice
to ask the people of Horeb and others for that matter, to share in our studies.
When we can and things with Covid settle down, I should like to try and visit you
all at home. Particularly on a Sunday morning, it is difficult to spend much time
with any of you when you leave the Church.
With grateful thanks to everyone for all you do and for your great support in
Church.

Love and best wishes from
Fr. Timothy.

Welsh Govern ment h as announced that Wales is again at Alert Level Zero for
Coronavirus.
This means th at the rules and guidance revert to the position immediately before the
26th December 2021.

The key points are that:

·

Event organizers and building managers mu st still prep are a written Co vid-19 risk

assessment

·

Social distancin g is no longer a legal requirement but remains a useful risk
igation measure

·

There are no legal limits (fo r Covid reasons) on numb ers attending indoor or
outdoor events (subject to an y limits that risk assessments might identify)

·

Face co verin gs must continue to be worn in public places includin g places o f
worship and co mmunity buildings

mit-

READINGS FOR FEBRUARY 2022

Tuesday 1 February 2022 Bride or Bridget (6th century), Abbess.

Jeremiah 17. 7-10 Psalm 119. 57-64 1 John 2. 12-17 Matthew 19. 23-30or Luke 12. 32-34
According to tradition, Saint Brigid (Brigit, Bridget) was born at Fochart (or Fothairt), near
Dundalk of County Louth in Ulster, of a noble Irish family, which had been converted by Saint
Patrick (17 Mar.). A wonderful striving for virtue was seen in her from her earliest years.
Being uncommonly beautiful, she had many suitors and her father tried to marry her to the King of
Ulster. At the age of sixteen, she implored Our Lord Jesus Christ, whom alone she desired as her
spouse, to make her unattractive, so that no longer would anyone want to marry her. Her prayer
was heard; she lost an eye, and was allowed to enter a monastery. However, on the very day that
she took the veil, she was miraculously healed and recovered her original loveliness, which was
now set off by spiritual beauty.

Some miles from Dublin she was granted possession of a plain called the
Curragh, where she built herself a cell under a large oak tree, thence called
Kill-dara, or Cell of the oak. Seven other girls soon placed themselves
under her direction establishing the monastery of Kill-dara, which gave its
name to the later cathedral city of Kildare. The community grew rapidly
thanks to the renown of the holy Abbess, and became a double monastery,
with the
Abbess ranking above the Abbot, and branched out into several
others all over Ireland.
Saint Brigid was often journeying to visit these foundations, and she
wrought miracles everywhere along her way. She drove out demons simply
by the sign of the Cross; she healed the sick, converted sinners, and her
presence inspired love of God in the whole people. All the leading people
of the day knew her and
presented her with tokens of their admiration.
Having predicted the day of her decease, she fell asleep in peace on 1 February 524, bequeathing to her disciples a monastic Rule, which epitomized her teaching. She is
regarded, on a par with Saint Patrick, as patroness of Ireland, and is venerated there as a Saint, second only to the Mother of God. During the Middle Ages the veneration of Saint Brigid spread
throughout Europe.
Wednesday 2 February 2022 The Presentation of Christ (Candlemas)
This day marks the completion of forty days since the birth of Jesus, when Mary and Joseph took the
child to the Temple in Jerusalem. The requirement in Levitical law was for Mary to be 'cleansed', the
completion of her purification following the birth of a male child. Until that day, she could touch no
holy thing nor enter the sanctuary. Yet on seeing the holy family, Simeon praised God and acclaimed
the infant as 'the light to enlighten the nations' and the prophet Anna gave thanks and
proclaimed
him her Redeemer. The image of Christ as the Light has led to the celebration of light countering
darkness, with candles often taking a central place in the
observance.

Evening Prayer (on the eve of the Presentation.)
Psalm 118 1 Samuel 1. 19b-28 Hebrews 4. 11-16

Eucharist
Malachi 3. 1-5 Psalm 24. [1-6,] 7-10 Hebrews 2. 14-18 Luke 2. 22-40
Sunday 6 February 2022 The Fourth Sunday before Lent

Isaiah 6. 1-8, [9-13]

Psalm 138 1 Corinthians 15. 1-11 Luke 5. 1-11

Sunday 13 February 2022 The Third Sunday before Lent

Jeremiah 17. 5-10 Psalm 1 1 Corinthians 15. 12-20 Luke 6. 17-26

Sunday 20 February 2022 The Second Sunday before Lent (Creation Sunday )
Genesis 2. 4b-9, 15-25 Psalm 65 Revelation 4 Luke 8. 22-25

Sunday 27 February 2022 The Sunday before Lent (Transfiguration Sunday )
Exodus 34. 29-35 Psalm 99 2 Corinthians 3.12 - 4.2 Luke 9. 28-36, [37-43]

Our series on the Sacraments

Confirmation
Confirmation, known also as chrismation, is one of the seven sacraments instituted by Christ for
the conferral of sanctifying grace and the strengthening of the union between the individual and
God.
It is evident from its celebration that the effect of the sacrament of Confirmation is the special
outpouring of the Holy Spirit as once granted to the apostles on the day of Pentecost.
From this fact, Confirmation brings an increase and deepening of baptismal grace,

·

it roots us more deeply in the divine filiation which makes us cry,
"Abba! Father!" (Romans 8:15);

·

it unites us more firmly to Christ;

·

it increases the gifts of the Holy Spirit in us;

·

it renders our bond with the Church more perfect;

it gives us a special strength of the Holy Spirit to spread and defend the faith by word and action as
true witnesses of Christ, to confess the name of Christ boldly, and never to be ashamed of the
Cross:

Next we look at the Sacrament of Healing in NFTP24.Anointing of the Sick

Boxes for the above fund need to be returned to Freda Sanderson
ASAP if full.
If you wish a box please speak to Freda.

Watch out for the Lenten Study Course coming shortly to St Bridget’s

UPDATE: 28TH JANUARY 2022

Sunday Services:
All Saints, Ffynnongroyw - 9.30 am
Church of the Holy Spirit - 9.30 am
St Bridgets, Dyserth - 10 am
Christ Church, Prestatyn - 10.45 am
Ss Asaph and Cyndeyrn, Llanasa - 11 am
St Melyd's, Meliden - 11.15am
St Melyd's, Meliden - 6 pm

Wednesday Services:
St Bridgets, Dyserth - 10 am
St Michaels, Trelawnyd - 10.30 am
St Melyd's, Meliden - 11 am

Church of the Holy Spirit - 1 pm (every third Wednesday of the month)
Thursday Services:
Christ Church, Prestatyn - 10 am (first Thursday of the month)

Details of our ONLINE WORSHIP is detailed below:
Mission Area Zoom Service every Sunday at 9.30 am
Contact DavidLewis@churchinwales.org.uk to obtain the link
Online service from St Melyd's Meliden available most weeks
Contact JohnHarvey@churchinwales.org.uk to obtain the link
Online service from Christ Church, Prestatyn at 10.00 am
Contact DavidAsh@churchinwales.org.uk to obtain the link

or

go to Prestatyn Church in Wales Facebook page

Online service from St. Bridgets, Dyserth available on YouTube
via www.facebook.com/ssbridgetandcwyfandyserth

SWITCHING ON THE LIGHT A Pastoral Letter to the Teulu Asaph from the
Bishop 16 th January 2022

Clare and I have just finished putting the Christmas decorations
away for another year. To be honest, one of the chores before
Christmas that I remember from childhood was lighting up the
Christmas tree. We’d spend hours in my family putting on the decorations, and the tinsel and the lights, and then we’d switch on the
lights, and … nothing! The lights wouldn’t work. You’d have to go
through each bulb, screwing it afresh into the socket, and, if you
were lucky, as you screwed in the last one, “Wow!” the lights would
come on. If not, you’d patiently have to try changing each single
bulb until you found the one that had blown. And no matter how
carefully you packed them away in the new year, you’d still have the
same routine when unpacking the following Christmas. Things are
so much easier these days. LED Christmas lights are brighter,
stronger and don’t break, although press the wrong remote control
button and all sorts of weird flashing patterns can be unleashed.
This year, the diocese has initiated a new focus for our common
life. “Unlocking our Potential” has served us well as a motto, but as
we face the future, we need to re-focus our common life afresh. So:
“Growing FAITH, bringing HOPE, demonstrating LOVE” becomes our motto, and is offered as the focus for all that we undertake. The jaded among us might react by saying “Not another initiative”, but in truth, this is not a call to stop everything we’ve been
doing before, just because a shiny bright new idea has got into the
diocesan leadership’s collective heads. It’s really intended as a reminder of why we do everything we do in the first place. Jesus himself called us to have faith in him, so let’s grow that faith, and invite
others to share it as well. Christians are bearers of the hope of eternal life, let’s be positive and filled with hope in our engagements
with others. Jesus commanded us to love one another, and to be
those who serve, let’s demonstrate that love with the service we take
to and for the communities in which we’re set.

Just like testing that string of lights to ensure that they all work,
so we’re invited to test our actions as disciples of Jesus, and our
activities as Churches, to see whether they convey the electricity
of God’s grace, and help light up the world. Is our faith fed by
prayer and worship? Would those attending our Churches find
the nourishment to grow their faith? Does the communication of
the Church send out a positive message, are we actively encouraging one another, and bringing hope in a world and society
which is really quite battered by all that is going on? Is the quality
of our friendships and relationships one of service and truly loving? Does the calendar of our Church activities provide evidence
that our activities are centred on loving service to our communities, or just to ourselves? Are all the activities of our churches
adding to the light of God’s witness in our common lives?
A new year is sometimes the occasion of making New Year’s
Resolutions. The track record is not always distinguished by success. But perhaps as we pack away the Christmas decorations for
another twelve months, we could ask in our own prayers before
God, and in our Church committees, whether we, individually as
disciples, and together as Churches, are now beginning the real
work of Christmas, to give glory to God in the highest and to
bring peace on earth to God’s favoured ones (Luke 2.14), to act
justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with our God (Micah
6.8), to grow faith, to bring hope and to demonstrate love ?

We are on the Web

https://www.stbridget-dyserth.co.uk
or
https://www.facebook.com/ssbridgetandcwyfandyserth

