News from the pews
ST BRIDGET & ST CWYFAN
PARISH CHURCH
DSYERTH

June 2022
Issue 27

Fr. Timothy writes:
I know that Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth is not Supreme Governor of the Church in Wales, but
for most of the time that I have been ordained, I have had to swear allegiance to her. As Monarch
of the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth, Queen Elizabeth has been quite outstanding
and she has always kept her promise that she would serve her peoples for the whole of her life.
For the most part, the Queen has never put a foot wrong and she has steered a cautious but
skilful path through life. It has all been enveloped with the most earnest and devout faith, which I
think has been the secret to her success and her uncompromised dedication to duty. It is
remarkable that we are experiencing seventy years of her reign and I , for one, am proud to be
one of her subjects. I hope that she is strong enough to enjoy the jubilee over the next weekend
and that we will make the most of the time that the Queen is granted in this life, until she is called
to the next one. God save the Queen!
As the sands of time move on and I too prepare to reach my seventieth anniversary, I want to
make the very most of being with you at S.Bridget's. I hope that over the next few months, we
can have a blast! Of course, during the summer, people are coming and going as they make the
most of the lighter nights and the fairer weather,but I hope we can work together and pursue our
goal of making more people aware of the christian faith and how it makes such a difference to
people's lives.I have watched individuals grow through their faith and seen how much happier
their disposition has been. You can't really put your finger upon why exactly. but you can attribute
it to grace and the power of the Holy Spirit and let no one deny that.
As I write this, the Church has celebrated Ascension Day and we are well on our way to come
together to worship at Pentecost. This is the time when the early disciples were clothed with the
Holy Spirit and it was the beginning of the Church as we know it. People were experiencing the
start of Christian communities and sharing things in common. It was a great time for people as
individuals and groups, making life changing decisions. When we read about their lives in the Acts
of the Apostles, we can be amazed at the parallel between the early Church and life within our
congregations today. In some ways, I feel, we have hardly moved on and in others we seem to be
going backwards. We do well to learn from those who have gone before us and to realise that
affluence does not necessarily answer the needs we have for likving our lives. Because most of us
have too much, there is a tendency to want to bi-pass the fsith and think that we can control our
own destinies. How wrong we are! Money is not the key to total happiness; It helps to give us a
roof and to feed and clothe us. But what feeds our souls is more important than materialism. We
need to find contentment and to be able to be thankful for what we have in our lives. Unless we
love God, it is difficult to love ourselves and those around us. Faith is a great leveler. It roots us
to this life and the life to come and keeps our feet firmly on the ground, so that we do not get
above ourselves. We never stop learning, no matter how old we are and the Holy Spirit gives us
the most wonderful insight into human nature.
I hope you will enjoy this coming weekend, no matter what you find yourself doing. You may be
with family and friends or doing some activity, that you have always wanted to do, whether at
home and abroad. May the Holy Spirit come upon you and grant you peace in your hearts and
lives.
With love and every blessing Fr. Timothy.
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Readings for June 2022
Pentecost - 05/06/2022
Acts 2:1-11

Psalm 104:1b, 25a, 25c, 30-32 & 35

Romans 8:8-17

John 14:15-16 & 23b-26

The Christian holiday of Pentecost is celebrated on the 50th
day from Easter Sunday. It commemorates the descent of the
Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus
Christ while they were in Jerusalem celebrating the Feast of
Weeks, as described in the Acts of the Apostles.
And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a
rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they
were sitting. (Acts 2:2)
Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and
one sat upon each of them. (Acts 2:3)
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
(Acts 2:4)

Barnabas, Apostle
Job 29. 11-16

Saturday 11 June 2022

Psalm 112

Acts 11. 19-30

John 15. 12-17

or
Acts 11. 19-30 Psalm 112 Galatians 2. 1-10 John 15. 12-17
Though not named among the twelve apostles of the
evangelists, Barnabas emerges in the Acts of the Apostles as
one of the most significant of their number. He sold his estate
and gave the proceeds to the Church, since all things were to
be held in common, and clearly became a leader. He is
described as a Levite from Cyprus so, like his friend Paul, was
from the Greek world rather than that of Palestine, and he
introduced Paul to the leaders of the Church in Jerusalem. He
was sent to Antioch apparently to guide the Christians there in
their relations with non-Jewish converts, promoting the
concept of all being one in Christ. He broke with Paul to go to
Cyprus and tradition has it that he was martyred there in the year 61.

Trinity Sunday - 12/06/2022
Proverbs 8:22-31 Psalm 8:3-8 Romans 5:1-5 John 16:12-15
Trinity Sunday is the first Sunday after Pentecost in the Western
Christian liturgical calendar, and the Sunday of Pentecost in Eastern
Christianity. Trinity Sunday celebrates the Christian doctrine of the
Trinity, the three Persons of God: the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit.
Corpus Christi - 16/06/2022
Genesis 14:18-20 Psalm 110:1-41 Corinthians 11:23-26 Luke 9:11-17
The Feast of Corpus Christi (Ecclesiastical Latin: Dies
Sanctissimi Corporis et Sanguinis Domini Iesu Christi, lit. 'Day
of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Jesus Christ the Lord'), also known as the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of
Christ, is a Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Western
Orthodox liturgical solemnity celebrating the Real Presence of the
Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ in the
elements of the Eucharist. Two months earlier, the institution of
the Eucharist at the Last Supper is observed on Maundy
Thursday in a sombre atmosphere leading to Good Friday.
The liturgy on that day also commemorates Christ's washing of
the disciples' feet, the institution of the priesthood, and the
agony in the Garden of Gethsemane.
The feast is liturgically celebrated on the Thursday after Trinity Sunday or, "where the
Solemnity of The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ is not a holy day of obligation, it is
assigned to the Sunday after the Most Holy Trinity as its proper day"
The celebration of the feast was suppressed in Protestant churches during
the Reformation for theological reasons: outside Lutheranism, which maintained the
confession of the Real Presence, many Protestants denied the real presence of Christ
in the Eucharist other than as a merely symbolic or spiritual presence. Today, most
Protestant denominations do not recognize the feast day.
The Church of England abolished it in 1548 as the English Reformation progressed, but
later reintroduced it. Most Anglican churches now observe Corpus Christi, sometimes
under the name "Thanksgiving for Holy Communion".

Trinity 1 (Week 12) - 19/06/2022
Zechariah 12:10-11 & 13:1 Psalm 63:1-6 & 8-9 Galatians 3:26-29 Luke 9:18-24
The Nativity of John the Baptist Friday 24 June 2022
Isaiah 40. 1-11 Psalm 85. 5-12
Acts 13. 14b-26 or Galatians 3. 23-29
Luke 1. 57-66, 80
The biblical story of John, the son of Elizabeth and
Zechariah, begins even before his birth. His leaping in
his mother’s womb is seen as a great alleluia in
anticipation of the birth of his Redeemer and the good
news of Jesus Christ is related in all four gospels as
beginning with John as Christ’s forerunner. He seemed
to have a predestined role akin to that of the Old
Testament prophets, particularly in encouraging the
people of God to live lives worthy of their calling and in
imminent anticipation of the coming of the Anointed
One. In the tradition of the early Fathers, John was
seen as endowed with grace from before his birth, and consequently the
Church has always kept the celebration of this day with greater solemnity than
that of his death.
Trinity 2 (Week 13) - 26/06/2022
1 Kings 19:15a, 16b & 19-21 Psalm 16:1-2a, 6 & 8-12 Galatians 5:1 & 13-18
Luke 9:51-62

Peter, Apostle or Peter and Paul, Apostles Wednesday 29 June 2022
Peter has often been called the ‘Prince of the
Apostles’ because of the words of Jesus
re-naming him, from Simon to Cephas. This was
the Aramaic form of the Greek word Peter,
which means ‘rock’. Jesus said that on this rock
he would build his Church. But both Peter and
Paul came to be seen as having different roles
to play within the leadership of the Church:
Peter in witnessing to the Lordship of Christ
and Paul in developing an understanding of its
meaning for Christ’s followers. Peter and Paul
have been remembered jointly on this day since
the very early days of the Church, it being
regarded as the anniversary of their martyrdom
in Rome in about the year 64.
Peter and Paul

Zechariah 4. 1-6a, 10b-14 Psalm 125

Acts 12. 1-11

Matthew 16. 13-19

Petertide (also known as St Peter's Tide) refers to the Sunday nearest to
St Peter's Day on 29 June and to the period around that day. In Anglicanism,
Petertide is the major one of two traditional periods for the ordination of new
priests (the other being Michaelmas, around 29 September)
Most gracious Heavenly Father,
We thank you for our for our faithful priests and bishops, whose spiritual fatherhood
and example of fidelity, self-sacrifice, and devotion is so vital to the faith of
your people.
May our spiritual fathers be guided by the examples of Saints Peter and Paul, all the
Apostles and their saintly successors.
Give them valiant faith in the face of confusion and conflict, hope in time of trouble
and sorrow, and steadfast love for you, for their families, and for all your people
throughout the world. May the light of your Truth shine through their lives and their
good works.
Assist all spiritual fathers, that through your Grace they may steadily grow in
holiness and in knowledge and understanding of your Truth. May they generously
impart this knowledge to those who rely on them.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Bishop’s Word / Gair gan yr Esgob
Jubilee and Refugee As a child, I remember seeing coins of other monarchs, Georges V
and VI, occasionally even Edward VII or Victoria. Anyone under fifty has only ever seen
one head on the coins in circulation. This is the legacy of stability that The Queen
imparts to us. A legacy as well of duty – I read somewhere recently that the definition of
a royal diary is that it is filled with things you don’t particularly want to do – and also a
legacy of faith – she really does believe. Of course, there’s a sort of practical no nonsense
approach, The Queen is interested in the practical application of faith to daily living, but
I’m told that every night she says her prayers, and not all of us could live up to that
commitment. There’s a curious counterpoint in this edition of Teulu Asaph, between
privilege and poverty – marking both Jubilee and Refugee. It is easy to weigh the
comforts of Buckingham Palace and find them troubling against the absolute
abandonment experienced by refugees. However, all privilege is relative, and we in the
Teulu Asaph have great contrasts in wealth and opportunity between just us. The Francis
option – of giving all wealth away – is attractive but probably beyond the courage of most
of us. What I think God asks of us is to make the best use of the gifts and wealth he gives
us, and to give up our lives in his service. The Queen’s entire life has been one of service,
with costs that are hidden from us. Let us be generous in both directions, thanking God
for what is good in The Queen’s service, and challenging ourselves and others about a
real response to refugees.
Jiwbilî a Ffoaduriaid
Fel plentyn, rwy’n cofio gweld darnau arian parod brenhinoedd a breninesau eraill, y ddau
Siôr, V a VI, ac weithiau hyd yn oed Edward VII neu Fictoria. Dim ond un math o ben y
mae unrhyw un o dan hanner cant oed wedi’i weld ar y darnau o arian sydd mewn
cylchrediad. Dyma’r gwaddol y mae’r sefydlogrwydd y mae’r Frenhines yn ei roi i ni.
Gwaddol yn ogystal â dyletswydd – roeddwn i’n darllen yn rhywle mai’r diffiniad o
ddyddiadur brenhinol yw ei fod wedi’i lenwi gan bethau nad oes gennych chi fawr ddim
diddordeb mewn eu cyflawni – a hefyd waddol o ffydd – mae hi wirioneddol yn credu.
Wrth gwrs, mae yna ryw fath o agwedd ymarferol, ddi-lol, mae’r Frenhines â diddordeb
mewn cymhwyso ffydd yn ymarferol i fywyd pob dydd, ac rwy’n deall ei bod yn dweud ei
gweddiau bob nos, ac nid pawb ohonom sy’n gallu cadw at yr ymrwymiad hwnnw. Mae
yna wrthbwynt rhyfedd yn y rhifyn hwn o Teulu Asaph, rhwng braint a thlodi - yn nodi
Jiwbilî a Ffoadur. Mae’n hawdd rhoi cyfforddusrwydd Palas Buckinham yn y glorian a’i
gael yn brin yn erbyn y cefnu llwyr sy’n dod i ran ffoaduriaid. Ond, cymharol yw pob
braint, ac mae gennym ni yn Nheulu Asaph wahaniaethau mawr mewn cyfoeth a
chyfleoedd dim ond rhyngom ni ein gilydd. Mae dewis Francis - cael gwared ar bob
cyfoeth – yn ddeniadol ond, mae’n debyg, y tu hwnt i ddewrder y rhan fwyaf ohonom ni.
Yr hyn rydw i’n meddwl mae Duw’n ei ofyn gennym ni yw ein bod yn gwneud y gorau o’r
rhoddion a’r cyfoeth y mae wedi’u rhoi i ni, a rhoi ein bywydau i’w wasanaethu. Mae holl
fywyd y Frenhines wedi bod yn un o wasanaeth, gyda chostau sydd wedi’u cuddio oddi
wrthym ni. Gadewch i ni fod yn hael yn y ddwy ffordd, rhoi diolch i Dduw am yr hyn
sy’n dda yng ngwasanaeth y Frenhines a’n herio ni ein hunain ac eraill ynghylch ymateb
gwirioneddol i ffoaduriaid

